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Hinchey's district faces pols' knife

NY must lose 2 House seats

By Chris Mckenna Times Herald-Record
Published: 2:00 AM - 03/02/12 
Under rival redistricting plans coughed up under duress, both state Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats would carve up retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey's territory to help meet a requirement to purge two of New York's 29 congressional districts.

Each proposal would shift parts of Sullivan and Ulster counties — now entirely within Hinchey's 22nd District — to a neighboring district now represented by freshman Rep. Chris Gibson, a Republican from Columbia County.

But they would otherwise take radically different approaches to redrawing congressional lines in those two counties and in Orange.

Party leaders filed their respective maps in federal court late Wednesday night after a court-appointed special master ordered them to do so. The ruling majorities in the Senate and Assembly control the politically driven adjustment of state and federal legislative districts but have been unable to agree on the federal lines.

Deadlines loom
New York is one of only two states in the nation, along with New Hampshire, that has yet to even propose congressional district boundaries that will serve for the next 10 years. Those new lines take effect in January but must be in place before this year's House candidates start seeking petition signatures, a process set to begin on March 20.

Under the Senate Republicans' proposal, freshman Republican Nan Hayworth's district would encompass all of Orange County after absorbing Hinchey's northern section, which includes the cities of Middletown and Newburgh.

Assembly Democrats, meanwhile, would put most of Orange County, along with northern Ulster and all of Sullivan, into Gibson's district.

Hayworth's district would lose much of Orange County, but gain the town and city of Newburgh and much of Ulster County and stretch farther north on the east side of the Hudson River.

Both proposals would move the hometown of Hayworth's best-financed Democratic challenger — fellow Westchester County resident Richard Becker — out of her district and onto turf represented by Democrat Nita Lowey.

Becker's campaign has already said he would move if necessary to challenge Hayworth, even though candidates technically don't have to live in the districts they seek to represent. Becker issued a statement underscoring that intention on Thursday.

"As soon as we saw the maps at midnight last night, my wife and I began a search for a house in any of the district's proposed iterations," said Becker, one of five Democrats who have announced plans to run for Hayworth's seat. "Even though no lines are yet finalized, we are fully prepared to see this through."

Senate Republicans would divide Sullivan and Ulster counties into three congressional districts, now represented by Gibson, fellow Republican freshman Richard Hanna and Democrat Paul Tonko. Those districts would encompass a wide swath of the state, stretching to such far-flung locales as Lake George and Rome.

The Legal Fight
A three-judge panel hearing a federal lawsuit in Brooklyn over New York's slow, politically motivated redistricting has appointed U.S. Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann as a special master to draw new lines for the state's congressional districts, since the Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats have failed to agree on lines.

Those majority parties submitted their respective proposals Wednesday night, at Mann's insistence, as did the Assembly's Republican minority and representatives of minority groups that hope to increase their political clout. Mann will hold a hearing on the plans on Monday and recommend district lines by March 12 for the judicial panel to consider imposing. The state must cut two of its 29 House of Representatives seats because of its modest population growth in the past decade, and new lines must be in place before House candidates begin collecting signatures on March 20 to get on the June primary ballot.
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